[Spatial differences in mortality and morbidity from cancer of the lip, oral cavity and pharynx in Hungary]
In evaluating the health state of the population one of the most reliable parameter is mortality. The development of statistical and spatial analytical methods gave a tool for evaluating mortality and morbidity in small areas. GIS mapping helps in the assessment of health state of small areas, to investigate causal relationship and create plans of intervention. Within the frames of the National Environmental Health Action Programme (NEHAP, 1996) a spatial statistical information system was elaborated. By the help of this system, mortality from cancer of the lip, oral cavity and pharynx (ICD-X.: C00-C14) was analysed for 1986-1997 and morbidity for 1997-1999 by computing standardised mortality and morbidity ratio. Regions with unfavourable mortality and morbidity were defined, statistical significance was tested. After age and gender stratification, a cluster analysis was also carried out. An international comparison of mortality was done as well. According to our data, mortality - most frequent in both sexes according to the international comparison - as well as morbidity showed a typical spatial distribution. An excess in mortality and morbidity is observable in the central part of the country, as well as in the Northern part and in traditional wine producing areas. The spatial accumulation of mortality is very similar to that of mortality from chronic liver diseases (ICD-X.: K70). In the primary prevention of oral cancer smoking cessation and the decrease of alcohol consumption is of great importance. Screening activity of GPs and dental doctors is of major importance in secondary prevention.